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with the old guns, to the fort, and it was near sunset before we
had all got moved there.

About that time we discovered the skiff of the other keel-boat
coming around the point of an island near Yellow River, about
three miles distant; but we could not discover whether they were
white men or Indians in the canoe, and of conrse it ereated an
alarm, but in a few moments thereafter, the keel-boat hove in
sight, and the alarm ceased. It soon arrived, reporting that they
had received a few shots in passing the places where the other
boat had been attacked, but had received no injury. On this boat
Joseph Snelling, son of Col. Snelling, returned to Prairie du
Chien. Joseph Snelling and myself acted as supernumeraries
under Captain MeNair. The government of Fort Crawford was
conducted by a conneil of the Captain and those who acted under
him. It was immediately resolved to repair the old fort as well
as possible for defence, and the fort and block-honse were put in
as good order as eircumstances and materials would admit. Dirt
was thrown up two or three feet high around the bottom logs
of the fort, which were rotten and dry, and would easily ignite.
Joseph Snelling was put in command of one of the block-houses,
and Jean Brunet of the other, with a few picked men in each,
who were trained to the nse of the swivel and wall pieces that
were found and mounted therein: and a number of barrels were
placed around the quarters filled with water, with orders in case
of an attack to cover the roof of the buildings with blankets, &e.,
and to keep them wet. All the blacksmiths were put in requisi-
tion to repair the condemned muskets found in the fort, and mmns-
tering our force, we found of men and women about ninety that
conld handle a musket in case of an attack.

The next day after taking possession of the fort, J. B. Loyer,
an old voyageur, was engaged to eross the Mississippi and go back
through the country, now the State of Towa, to inform Col. Snel-
ling, commanding Fort Snelling, of onr sitnation. For this ser-
vice Loyer was promised fifty dollars, and furnished with a horse



